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TheThe institutionalinstitutional setupsetup
­­ SeparationSeparation ofof PowersPowers

Legislative Executive Judicial

X­ministry

AgenciesDirectorates

Institutions

Folketing

Ombuds­
man
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general

Supreme Court
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82 County Courts
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TheThe workwork inin thethe chamberchamber
­­ GovernmentGovernment vsvs OppositionOpposition

41Opposition

22410Government

Bills (passed)Proposals (passed)

TheThe sessionalsessional yearyear 20032003­­20042004

…… ProposalsProposals havehave nono legallegal consequencesconsequences

… Opposition is more… Opposition is more likelylikely toto submitsubmit proposalsproposals

… Bills and… Bills and proposalsproposals areare submittedsubmitted byby
governmentgovernment asas wellwell as oppositionas opposition



TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess

TheThe preparationpreparation stagestage
­­wherewhere thethe ministryministry draftsdrafts a (a (amendmentamendment))
billbill, a, a hearinghearing isis conductedconducted..

TheThe decision stagedecision stage
­­withwith parliamentaryparliamentary readingreading,, standingstanding
committeecommittee readingreading andand finallyfinally votingsvotings……
­­TheThe sessionalsessional yearyear runs fromruns from thethe firstfirst
TuesdayTuesday inin OctoberOctober toto thethe firstfirst TuesdayTuesday inin
OctoberOctober thethe followingfollowing yearyear ((discontinuitydiscontinuity
principleprinciple))

TheThe implementationimplementation stagestage
­­ wherewhere staturarystaturary ordersorders,, governmentgovernment
circularscirculars and public guidelinesand public guidelines areare issuedissued..



DraftDraft billbill RedraftRedraft billbill

PublicPublic
hearinghearing

Drafted bill

(White paper)

GOVERNMENT ONLY
Hearing answers
Hearing report

Redrafted bill /

Submitted bill

30­200 days

TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess
BillsBills ­­ thethe preparationpreparation stagestage



1.1. readingreading 2.2. readingreading 3.3. readingreading

CommitteeCommittee
readingreading

CommitteeCommittee
readingreading

Submitted bill Hearing answers

Committee papers

Committee report Hearing answers

Committee papers

Committee report Passed Bill

General debate
Debate on amendments
and general debateTechnical debateQuestions

Answers

Amendments

Supplementary information

Questions

Answers

Amendtments

Supplementary information

30­250 days

TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess
BillsBills ­­ thethe decision stagedecision stage



RoyalRoyal AssentAssent ImplementationImplementation

PromulgationPromulgation

Act on… Statuary orders /
Government circulars /
Public guidelines

30 days ­ indefinite

TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess
BillsBills ­­ thethe implementationimplementation stagestage



DraftDraft
proposalproposal

RedraftRedraft
proposalproposal

PublicPublic
hearinghearing

Drafted proposal GOVERNMENT ONLY
Hearing answers
Hearing report

Redrafted proposal /

Submitted proposal

30­200 days

TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess
ProposalsProposals ­­ thethe preparationpreparation stagestage



1.1. readingreading 2.2. readingreading

CommitteeCommittee
readingreading

Submitted
proposal

Committee papers Committee report Passed
proposal

General debate
Debate on amendments
and general debateQuestions

Answers

Amendments

Supplementary information

30­250 days

TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess
ProposalsProposals ­­ thethe decision stagedecision stage



ImplementationImplementation

The government may
draft a bill…

Or take some other kind of action…

30 days ­ indefinite

TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess
ProposalsProposals ­­ thethe implementationimplementation stagestage



TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess
BillsBills ––paradigmaparadigma

TheThe billbill inin fullfull­­texttext

WrittenWritten introductionintroduction

General notesGeneral notes
­­IntroductionIntroduction coveringcovering thethe rulesrules in force,in force, presentationpresentation
ofof thethe billbill,, economiceconomic & administrative& administrative consequencesconsequences,,
introductionintroduction toto thethe accomplishedaccomplished hearinghearing..

SpecificSpecific notesnotes
­­ ExplanatoryExplanatory remarksremarks toto eacheach sectionsection inin thethe billbill..

ComparisonComparison ofof rulesrules at present andat present and thethe newnew billbill
­­SectionSection byby sectionsection..

AnnexesAnnexes,, whenwhen nescessarynescessary



TheThe lawlaw makingmaking processprocess
BillsBills ––aids to interpretationaids to interpretation

TheThe submittedsubmitted billbill
­­ IncludesIncludes general notes asgeneral notes as wellwell as notes toas notes to
specificspecific sectionssections..
­­ TheThe billbill maymay referrefer toto otherother documentsdocuments,,
reportsreports,, courtcourt rulingsrulings etcetc whenwhen explainingexplaining
specificspecific sectionssections..

TheThe committeecommittee readingreading
­­ TheThe ministersministers answersanswers toto anyany relevantrelevant
questionquestion andand thethe committeecommittee reportreport..

TheThe parliamentaryparliamentary readingreading
­­ InIn thethe debatedebate thethe ministerminister mightmight answeranswer
specificspecific questionsquestions..



ElectronicElectronic sourcessources ofof lawlaw
­­ wherewhere to look forto look for whatwhat

WhiteWhite paperspapers
­­ www.danmark.dkwww.danmark.dk [Udgivelser] + [Betænkninger]. (Online from 1996)[Udgivelser] + [Betænkninger]. (Online from 1996)

HearingsHearings
­­ www.hoeringsportalen.dkwww.hoeringsportalen.dk (from 2005(from 2005­­))
­­ www.folketinget.dkwww.folketinget.dk (under ’Udvalgsbilag’ from 1997(under ’Udvalgsbilag’ from 1997­­))

Bills,Bills, proposalsproposals,, debatesdebates,, committeecommittee documentsdocuments andand reportsreports
­­ www.folketinget.dkwww.folketinget.dk (from 1997(from 1997­­))
­­ www.retsinfo.dkwww.retsinfo.dk (from 1986(from 1986­­))
­­ ’Folketingstidende’ at national’Folketingstidende’ at national librarieslibraries etc.etc.

ActsActs,, statuarystatuary ordersorders,, governmentgovernment circularscirculars and guidelinesand guidelines
­­ www.retsinfo.dkwww.retsinfo.dk [retsinformation][retsinformation] oror [ministerieindgang][ministerieindgang]
­­ www.thomson.dkwww.thomson.dk ’’KarnovKarnov Online’Online’­­ commercialcommercial solution.solution.
­ Lovtidende’ and ’Lovtidende’ and ’MinisterialtidendeMinisterialtidende’ at national’ at national librarieslibraries etc.etc.

CourtCourt rulingsrulings
­ www.thomson.dkwww.thomson.dk ’’UfRUfR Online’Online’­­ commercialcommercial solution.solution.
­­ ’Ugeskrift for Retsvæsen’ at national’Ugeskrift for Retsvæsen’ at national librarieslibraries etc.etc.

§ … ?§ … ?
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ElectronicElectronic sourcessources ofof lawlaw
­­ DemonstrationDemonstration

TheThe governmentgovernment submittedsubmitted aa billbill onon legallegal adviceadvice
(juridisk rådgivning).(juridisk rådgivning).

HasHas thethe FolketingFolketing passedpassed thethe billbill??

1)1) WhatWhat ministryministry isis responsibleresponsible ((www.mintlf.dkwww.mintlf.dk)) oror
guessguess
2)2) StructuredStructured searchsearch onon www.folketinget.dkwww.folketinget.dk
3)3) IfIf anythinganything elseelse failsfails:: FullFull­­texttext searchsearch

§ … ?§ … ?



Flow chartFlow chart



ElectronicElectronic sourcessources ofof lawlaw
­­ DemonstrationDemonstration

Enhedslisten, a opposition party,Enhedslisten, a opposition party, submittedsubmitted aa proposalproposal
onon provisionprovision ofof schoolschool mealsmeals ((gratisgratis ogog økologiskøkologisk sundsund
mad imad i skolerskoler ogog daginstitutionerdaginstitutioner ).).

HasHas thethe FolketingFolketing passedpassed thethe proposalproposal??

1)1) VerifyVerify thethe proposalsproposals numbernumber ((ifif possiblepossible))
2)2) StructuredStructured searchsearch onon www.folketinget.dkwww.folketinget.dk
3)3) IfIf anythinganything elseelse failsfails:: FullFull­­texttext searchsearch

§ … ?§ … ?



ElectronicElectronic sourcessources ofof lawlaw
­­ DemonstrationDemonstration

HowHow cancan I findI find thethe legislativelegislative materialmaterial relatingrelating toto thethe
AmendmentAmendment ActAct onon thethe National ResearchNational Research FoundationFoundation
(Danmarks Grundforskningsfond),(Danmarks Grundforskningsfond), ActAct no. 404 23thno. 404 23th
MayMay 2003?2003?

1)1) WhatWhat ministryministry isis responsibleresponsible ((www.mintlf.dkwww.mintlf.dk),),
((www.retsinfo.dkwww.retsinfo.dk)) oror guessguess
2)2) FindFind thethe parliamentaryparliamentary sessionsession
3)3) StructuredStructured searchsearch onon www.folketinget.dkwww.folketinget.dk ([Arkiv])([Arkiv])
4)4) IfIf anythinganything elseelse failsfails:: FullFull­­texttext searchsearch

§ … ?§ … ?
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Register,Register, FolketingstidendeFolketingstidende

Link,Link, RetsinformationRetsinformation



RetsinformationRetsinformation is very searchable:is very searchable:

••FullFull­­texttext

••Numerous parametersNumerous parameters

••Subject search is not really an optionSubject search is not really an option



ElectronicElectronic sourcessources ofof lawlaw
­­ DemonstrationDemonstration

HowHow cancan I findI find thethe rulesrules andand regulationsregulations relatingrelating toto thethe
ActAct onon thethe National ResearchNational Research FoundationFoundation
(Danmarks Grundforskningsfond)?(Danmarks Grundforskningsfond)?

1)1) WhatWhat ministryministry isis responsibleresponsible ((www.mintlf.dkwww.mintlf.dk)) oror
guessguess
2)2) EnterEnter ’Ministerieindgang’ at’Ministerieindgang’ at www.retsinfo.dkwww.retsinfo.dk
3)3) ScrollScroll downdown thethe list (list (oror useuse CTRL+B)CTRL+B)

§ … ?§ … ?

http://www.retsinfo.dk
http://www.retsinfo.dk




DanskDansk­­SvenskaSvenska­­EnglishEnglish

BekendtgørelseBekendtgørelse ­­ FörordningFörordning ­­ StatuaryStatuary orderorder

BeslutningsforslagBeslutningsforslag ––MotionMotion ––ProposalsProposals (for(for parliamentaryparliamentary resolution)resolution)

BetænkningBetænkning ––OffentligOffentlig UtretningUtretning ––WhiteWhite paperpaper

CirkulæreCirkulære ­­ MyndighetsföreskrifterMyndighetsföreskrifter ­­ GovernmentGovernment circularcircular

ForskrifterForskrifter ––FöreskriftarFöreskriftar ­­ RulesRules andand regulationsregulations

HovedlovHovedlov ­­ …… ­­ ParentParent ActAct

HøringHøring ­­ …… ­­ HearingHearing

LovLov ­­ LagLag ––ActAct

LovbekendtgørelseLovbekendtgørelse ––…… ­­ ConsolidationConsolidation ActAct

LovforarbejderLovforarbejder ––förarbetanförarbetan ­­ legislativelegislative materialmaterial

LovforslagLovforslag ­­ PropositionProposition ­­ BillBill

Stående udvalgStående udvalg ––UtskottUtskott ––StandingStanding CommitteeCommittee

ÆndringslovÆndringslov ––LagändringLagändring ((ändringslagändringslag?)?) ­­ AmendingAmending ActAct


